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15-week  abortion  limit  headed  to  Governor 

Mississippi  expected 
to  pass  most  resMctive 
gmdelines  in  nation 

By  WIHIam  H.  Parkins  Jr.  '  With  enactment  of  tte  nw 
e^ba^.  bm,  MissMsippi  wQl  be  the 


CHMSTIANGimiP 

REAOMnrrEDATWSU 

OETROT  (BP)  -  hitorVbraity 
Chrisban  Felowvship,  expelled 
from  Wiiyne  Slate  University 
(WSU)  in  Detroit  for  raquir' 
ing  chapter  leaders  to  be 
Chriaiian,  has  been  readmil- 
ted  but  attomeye  ¥vho  filed  a 
iafweuit  on  behalf  of  the  group 
say  the  schooTs  change  of 
heart  is  hardly  adequate.  The 
Bechet  f=und  for  Refigious 
Uberty  said  the  school  should 
also  reimburse  the  nearly 
$3,000  the  group  hes  piad 
in  remat  fees  sinoe  loeing  its 
nocoet  use  of  WCU  facilities. 
T'm  sure  that  wii  be  taken 
cart  of  *  WSU  communica> 
tioris  director  Matt  locfoMXxt 
told  Beptin  Preas. 


Mississippi  Govenior 
Phil  Bryant  »  expected 
to  ^ign  a  bill  sent  to  his 
dedc  last  %veek  by  the 
state  lesislature  thM  will 
limit  iioditioas  to  the 
first  15  weeks  of  gestjrtfon 
the  most  restrictive 
guidelines  in  the  nation. 
Abortion  supported  im- 
mediatdy  promised  legtd 
action  if  Bryant  doca  to. 

The  Hdoee  of  Rep- 
reecntatives  appitnm 
House  Bin  (HB)  I5i0»  ti- 

..1^^  ^  - 1 


tioo  Commission  is  an 
agency  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  (Convention. 

^Mao^  thanks  to  hill 
author  ta>.  Becky  Currie 
and  aB  House  members 
supportiK  this  fegitia- 
tic^  It  win  protect  women 
and  wiD  save  the  fives  of 
many  babies  every  year,” 
said  state  Ro).  Andy  CBp- 
son  m  a  Faoeoook  post 

Gipeon,  an  attorney 
who  reprints  District 
77  in  Rankin  and  Simp¬ 
son  fcmnrtn,  is  jwrtor 
of  Gum  Springs  Church 
in  Braxton.  He  was  the 


Act,  by  a  75*34  vole  on 
March  8.  Two  days  ear- 
Her,  the  Senate  pasted  HHH 
tliebill35’i4-  QMON 

Kenny  Digby,  execu¬ 
tive  directoiHMsuier  of  _ _ 

theMissiseippiClirMan  ■■■ 
Action  CcfiiinMoii,  told 
Baptiat  Prcas  (BP)  on 
March  $  tiiat  tiie  Senate  ■|||M 
and  Hacaa^Mes  demon- 
sttijp  the  state  is  ”ooa- 
oetned  about  babies  who 

S  15^^35^ 

legUMitre  lor  putting  action  Id  a 
thmvfords.”  0 


criticised  passive  of  the  biQ 
ind  edM  on  Brysnt  to  issue 
aveto» 

”l|li  not  the  legiilature'slob 
toiUteifvewhhswoiDan'sde- 
daioo  about  whether  and  when 
to  beecMBke  a  parent,”  said  ACLU 


20,000  peopls  und  dupteosd 


Noms  sought  for  2019  MBCB  posts 


Jaal»uii,MI8iSpaelai)-'nie  ■  Historical  CouaBiiKion 

2018  Coounittee  on  Noodna-  ■  Blue  Mountain  (>oBege 
tioos  Mproved  hf  the  aemeii-  MMhiiiwipj»Cottcge 
gers  of  the  iBand  Mlsrissippi  MWilBamCSuw  University 
Muptist  Oonvctttion  in  Octow  ■  MMssippi  Baptist  Chns- 
ofM  year  wiD  soon  begin  le-  tian  Action  Commiasino,  Inc. 
viewing  tnistee/boaid  member  ■  Mleeiaeippi  Baptist  Con- 
poaitioiis  on  the  boards  and  ventionBoard 
oommiaiioos  of  the  MUeimippi  ■  MWaaippi  Baptht  Foun- 
BiqdfoC  Convention  (MBCD  to  dato  _  _  ^ 

ffTve  in  2019.  The  Committee  on  Momina- 

Robhy  Rflotfd,  committee-  tioiis  wiD  work  with  the  hai^ 
paatof  of  Plist  of  the  mstitiitiont  and  aggncies 
Chttidi,Wtesin»,  has  smd  there  to  bring  a  Bti  of  nominees  to  ^ 

areafimiMminiiber  ofvncaii-  approved  by  the  massengswd  —  - - ^ -  . 

dee  to  be  filled  on  the  following  the  i83id  annual  meeting  of  tiie  nyisLcom/ggnm  and  n 
boards  and  commissioos:  MisstosippI  Baptist  Convention  totebc^mn  oftepagr- 

on  Oclmry>-3i,  2018,  at  First  Conmleted  forms 


evangsftt  Biiy  Graham 
wiBi  a  notional  hoidBy  has 
nasriy  103XXX)  signatures 
at  changs.org.  Howmi.  Bis 
rosd  to  s  rwtionsi  hoMsy  ii 
ilssp.  TKs  crsaBon  of  Bis 
MsrBn  LuBisr  Kkig  Jr.  hoft- 
daymtteainmfvsdsIG- 
year  joumsY.  and  sMiough 
King  wsa  s  paakir  Bis 
apscBicsBy  fsoognuss  Na 
work  in  ths  di8  rigMi 
msot.  aooording  to  B»  1B99 
Congpsmional  isport  Fsdaial 
HoWsya:  Evokaion  and  Appf- 
caBoa  Of  Bis  1.100  JBtaisnt 
nationsi  holkisy  pmposato 
launohsd  ainos  IBlIStonly 
11  have  bean  suer  assful,  ths 
rspoitaaid. 


BAPTISTS 


■  Baptist  Children's  VOlai 

■  Baptist  Memorial  Het 
Care  SyiSem,  Inc.  (Memphis] 

■  Board  of  Ministerial  & 

r^^Hnn 

■  Education  OimmisBion 


an  4  ^s 


Wrestling  with  the  truth 

Mack  an  iS-vw-old  there  are  ahvays  ^ingto  be  exoep- 

senior  at  Euless  Irin-  tions  — Hissimi^DOthdrfor 

Hy  High  School  outside  pliysicaBy-ixiature  males  to  com- 
E>a]las.  is  a  two'time  state  wres-  pete  in  fetoale  categories  anunst 

tling  champion  with  a  record  of  temales.  That’s  why,  virtmu^  since 

32-0  this  year.  One  would  think  thebarimringofi^iortscompeti- 
that’s  not  an  eai^  feat  given  the  tioos.  there  hin^  Mn  sepat^ 

incrediblv  aggressive  levels  of  divisions  for  men  and  women.  The 
competitiveness  for  which  Texas  design  of  the  quadrennial  CHympic 

high  school  sports  programs  are  Gaines  in  this  regard  is  die  bM 

legendaiy.  testhnonial  to  that  realite. 

This  vear  I  wanted  to  we  Inthecottecriveandjudi- 
a  point  that  anyone  can  do  any-  dal  wisdom  of  enlightened  and 

thmg/  Mack  told  die  Dallas  secular  America,  hmvever,  people 

Mormng  News  Sports  Day.  "Even  as  young  as  six  years  of  ag^  can 

now  deode  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  i^dietber  they  are  male 
or  female  or  any  one  (or  several) 
of  the  mme  than  20  gendms  now 
dwrihble  for  consideration.  Don*t 
beBeve  that?  Just  spend  a  few 
nuniitef  oonductiiig  aome  ifebt 
research  on  the  Internet  anoyMll 
lOMfepItirtnie.  ■ 


Mormns  News  Sports  Day.  "Even 
though  I  was  put  in  this  position, 
even  though  1  didn’t  want  to  be 
pot  in  this  position,  even  though  I 
wanted  to  wresde  the  guys,  I  soil 
had  to  wxestle  the  girls.* 

Yes,  Mack  was  forced  to  wrestle 
in  the  l^xas  Girls  6A  uo-pound 

cates.  Mack’s  birth  certificate  states 
that  Mack  is  female^  even  though 
she  is  currently  taking  teatofUerooe 
shots  to  "transnioD*  to  a  male. 

The  patency  of  thoae  steroid 
shot^  akingviM  the  hiteiise 
traimng  recpiired  to  be  a  top-flight 
wrestler,  midce  it  ew  to  bdeve  he 
(she?)  is  male.  She  (jha?)  physical- 
^  appears  for  all  the  woiia  to  be  a 
youi^  man  in  prime  condition. 

Which  brings  up  a  legitimate 
question  that  woukl  have  been 
obvious  aiiice  the  beginning  of 
the  LGBTQ  (LediiamGay,  Bi- 


movement  to  eain  legal  and  social 
lesitiinacy  in  this  country;  Is  it 
fair  for  men  to  oonmete  against 
women  in  venues  that  requite 
overwhelmingly  superior  ptiyaical 
strength  and  endurance  in  order 
toprenul? 

Put  aside  for  a  little  while 
the  arguments  about  sodal  and 
intellectual  capabilities  (to  name 
just  two  subje^)  that  can  lead 
to  some  pretty  naste  dhasion;: 
between  the  sexes.  In  almost  every 
area  of  human  endeavor,  males 
and  females  are  so  doae  in  out¬ 
comes  that  it  would  be  difflcdt  for 
an  impartial  obaerver  to  define 
uxy  dmferences.  Some  men  find 
that  hard  to  accept,  but  the>’  nr^d 
to  over  it  It’s  true. 

Sports  is  not  one  of  those  aieat 
of  equal  outcomes.  In  die  Msuflest 
terms  -  even  after  acknowfemms 


and  the 


titles?  She  (he) 


man  and  proceeded  by  qmtiieck 
means  to  make  that  happen. 

In  wW^Taligoi  /  does  Mack  fit? 
Viituaag^htfacnpol  females 

in  I^IimS? 

alkrim  to  wrestte  inales,  riiioe  his 
pier?)  transition  to  maleneas  ia 
moomplete  and  most  likely  always 
win  be.  her  (hii?)  risk  of  serious 
iifloiyincieaaesexponentMy. 

Reasonable  people  realize 
those  facta.  Th^s  why  many 
female  wrestlers  forfeited  their 
matdies  against  Mack  on  die  way 
up  to  the  state  tide.  The  same  re¬ 
action  to  Msdi  would  probably  be 
made  if  he  was  on  the  male  side 
of  the  competition. 

Here's  a  novd  idea:  Why  don’t 
we  see  what  the  Bible,  the  Word 
of  God,  has  to  impart  about  all  the 
gender  confusion  so  prevalent  in 
our  country  today? 

Wen,  God  created  us  male  and 
female  and  then  immediatety 
UesMd  us  (GeMsis  5:2).  Man  and 
woman  were  made  ocdusively  for 
each  other  (Genesis  2:24).  God 
gave  instructions  for  husbands 
and  wives  on  how  to  maintain  a 
Christian  hous^iold  Q^pbesiana 
These  are  just  a  of 

UK  applicable  Scriptures. 

Tim.  That  should  do  It  Cleas 
dismissed. 


Scared  to  share? 


Though  1  have  shared  the  Gospel 
messag^e  manv  times,  I  can  stiU 
be  afraid  to  snare  my  faith  with 
others.  I’m  pretty  sure  I’m  not  alone. 
I’ve  heard  many  others  express  that 
same  anxiety.  Here  are  some  reasons 
we  mi^t  be  afraid  to  share  our  faith 
and  wnat  to  do  about  it. 

WdR't  be  well-recehrod. 

I’ve  actually  had  very  few  people 
who  were  ofifended  that  I  trim  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  them.  That  doesn’t 
mean  they  all  trust  the  Lord  when  1 
witness.  It  just  means  that  people  are 
fr^uently  more  interested  than  you 
mimt  think. 

Often,  I  ask  for  permission  to  share 
the  Gospel  by  saying  something  like, 
"Can  I  tell  %vDat  the  Bible  says  about 
how  you  can  have  a  relationahip  with 
God?"  or  something  like  that.  A  few  say 
"no*  to  that  question,  but  many  people 
are  willing  to  at  least  hear  the  message. 

OoR'tknowitaU. 

It  is  true  that  we  can’t  always  answer 
all  the  questions  people  ask  aSout  faith. 
Sometimes  we  have  to  say,  "I  don’t 
know,*  or  *Let  me  find  out  more  about 
that.*  but  we  don't  have  to  know  ev- 
eiytkins  about  everything  to  be  able  to 
share  what  we  know. 

AH  questions  are  not  the  same.  Some 
questions  people  ask  are  more  theoreti- 
Some  are  excuses.  Some  are  genu¬ 
ine  questioDs  that  need  to  be  dean  with 
caietblly- Often  1  find  myseff  faying,  %  ' 
d(m*t  know  the  iBBwer  to  that  fiilte  and 
win  need  to  get  back  with  you  on  tt,  bnt 
can  I  teD  you  what  the  Bible  says  about 
how  you  can  know  Jesus?* 

What  will  otharsthiak? 

Left  face  it.  This  one  can  be  a  big 
of  our  fear  of  sharing  the  Gospel 
like  many  of  you,  I  can  be  sometmng 
of  a  peopte  pleaser  but  God  reminds  ua 
that  He  wants  to  use  us  to  be  His  am- 
baaaadOTS.  In  other  wor^,  our  primary 
thought  should  be  on  what  He  &inks 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Ooug  Munton 


and  not  on  what  someone  else  thinks. 

Remember  that  telling  others  is  the 
natural  resuh  of  what  we  believe.  We 
should  be  kind  and  earing  and  loving 
in  our  sharingL  but  our  primary  focus 
should  be  on  doing  what  the  Lord  wants 
us  to  do. 


I  nright  rwss  up. 

I  don’t  want  to  add  confusion  to 
those  already  liviiw  in  spiritual  confu¬ 
sion.  Thk  is  one  ot  the  reasons  why  a 
sound  method  of  sharing  the  Gospel  is 
helpful  and  healthy.  Lemning  a  solid 
method  can  keep  ua  on  track  and  help 
us  avoid  confuaang  those  who  are  hear- 
ingthe  Gospel. 

There  are  dozens  of  great  tools  for 
sharing  the  Gospel  in  an  understand¬ 
able  way.  A  solid  methodolo^  can  help 
ua  overcome  the  fear  of  not  knowing 
how  to  share. 


ff  you  haee  had  any  of  these  fears,  or 
others,  you  are  not  afone  but  with  God’s 
^help/M  can  be  a  wfipen  pf  God’agrace 
tootners.  Don't  let  fear  ke^  you  erata 
foQowiogliie  Lord’s  command  to  share 
the  GospeKMatt  28:18-20).  Don’t  let 
fear  keep  you  from  the  joy  of  learning 
that  Goc  uass  people  like  us  to  accom¬ 
plish  His  purposes. 

Munton,  online  at  dougmunton. 
com,  is  senior  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  OT€tikm,lL,  and  a/ormer  first 
vice  preside  qf  the  Southern  Baptist 
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Annie  offering  helps  assemble  unique  church  in  Ga 


EDITOR^S  NOTE:  Th^^An- 
nie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing  provides  support  for  mis- 
sionmies  who  serve  on  behalf 
of  Southern  Baptists  across 
North  America.  The  20i3 
awing  goal  is  $70  mUhon. 
For  more  hrfbrmation,  visit 
anniearmstrongxom. 

CLARK8T0M,  Qa.  (BP)  - 
More  than  1,000  refugees 
come  to  darkston,  Ga.,  eadi 
year.  Send  Rriief  missionaries 
and  Elizabeth  DeLoach 
and  the  believers  at  CSarkston 
International  Bible  Church 
(CIBC)  have  nuule  it  thdr  mis* 
sion  to  heln  these  men,  wom¬ 
en,  and  children  feel  not  oe^ 
welcome  but  at  home  in  their 
new  country. 

A  U.S.  rehigee  resettlement 
program  in  the  i99oe  opened 
tlie  door  of  opportunity  lor 
feople  from  around  the  world 
to  start  a  new  life  in  Clarkston. 
ihis  suburb  of  Atlanta  eventu- 
.iHy  became  known  as  *the  most 
iivefse  square  mBe  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.*  More  than  60  countries  and 
loo-ptos  laryuagFis  are  repre- 
aent^  and  tne  popuktkm  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow. 

A  plaee  so  rich  in  culture  is 
exact^  the  kind  of  dtr  the  De- 
Loach  femily  dieamea  of  findr 
ina.  However,  it  was  hod  to 
bmcve  sudi  a  place  existed  in 
North  America,  especially  in 
Trent’s  home  state  ocGeorm 


Perrin  says  a  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  CIBC  now  seems  like  a 
glimpse  of  what  heaven  will 
be.  The  current  congrega¬ 
tion  is  composed  of  one-third 
Americans,  a  term  includ¬ 
ing  both  Anglos  and  African 
Americans;  one-third  Afri¬ 
cans,  primarity  from  Ethiopia, 
Sudan,  Libena,  and  Congo; 
and  one-third  Asians,  former 
residents  of  Philippines,  Bur¬ 
ma,  and  Nepal). 


Faith  ia  action 

The  DeLoach  family  and 
members  of  CIBC  have  found 
that  sharing  food  is  one  of  the 
most  effect!^  ways  to  connect, 
so  church  membm  provide  a 
lunch  for  aU  first-time  guests. 

“There’s  never  a  short- 
m  of  interesting  dishes  in 
Clarkston.*  Trent  said. 

Also  plentiful  are  chfldren 
and  teenamrs  in  the  area, 
Trent’s  and  Elizabeth’s  lour 
children  among  them.  *My 
children  are  very  active  at 
CIBC  and  they  serving  in 
sin^  wavs,*  Trent  said. 

Recently,  CIBC  started  host- 
ing  youth  services  and  now 
you^  internationals  are  com¬ 
ing  in  dfovfe.  *We  are  seeing 
God  do  amazing  things,*  Trent 
said.  “Several  from  non-Chris¬ 
tian  backgrounds  have  started 
to  see  themselves  as  part  of 
our  family.  Many  are  aose  to 
accepting  ChrisL 
_“The  c^varskty  ef  our  com¬ 
munity  ia«  what  makes  us 
unique.  However:  it  also  makes 
ministry  difficiitt.’  We  have 
people  tin  the  area]  from  dif- 
reiigioiis  backgrounds 
.  that  inchm«MiisHin,  Hindu, 
and  Buddhist*  •  Mo  tP  refugees 
have  significant  pbyalca]  and 
emotfonal  needs.  They  need 
Christian  friends  vdio  can' 
share  the  love  of  Jesus  while 
helping  them  transitioa  to  1^ 


STEADY  GROWTH  —  Ctarkston  Imemational  Bible  Church  in  the  ClaricsiDn  suburb  ol  AttenU  serves 
as  a  (Christian  hub  for  the  burgeonIrHi,  mufb^ulturai  refugee  community  in  foe  area.  The  church  is  led 
by  pastor  Trent  DeLoach  with  the  able  aesislarKe  of  Ms  wife  Ehzebefo.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 

"One  of  my  draams  is  for 

Buddhist  to  have  a 
Christian  friend  who  can 
Poif^  them  tc^ard  Christ. 
We  shaie  with  our 
people  a  three-step 
process  -  Tjeam  a  name, 
-  make^B.friend,  Share 
JestG.'  ffs  sirnpfe.  Thaf s 
our  dream,  and  we 
God  bringinQ  the  nations 


Rafeed  on  •  form  hi  aoalli- 
ceit  Oeon^  in«it  sftttedsd: 
Toocoa  PJis  ObOege,  notdt  of 
Adttxta.  Durina  bm  ^rwehmeif 
year  he  oart^Sabeth  andlte 
vohinteered  for  a  protect  with 


the  burden  went  incredibly  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  Clarkston  Cliurch  and  now  ^  <hx>r  to  femilies  whh 
dera,*  Trent  recalled.  In  2017,-  CIBC  became  a  serves  as  elder  at  CTBC.  He  <uwse  cultural  background, 

‘TVe  started  living  life  inten-  hub  for  the  North  American  has  witnessed  more  »h^n  the  “T  have  opportuninm  to  in- 
tionally,  you  know,  as  mission-  Mission  Board’s  Send  Relief  changingof  names.  During  the  "uence  the  nations,  “lliese 
aries  to  serve  those  who  were  compassion  ministry  and  now  late  199O8,  Perrin  recaDs^bad  people  are  still  connected  to 
new  to  our  country.  We  had  hosts  college  interns.  times^  at  Clarkston  Church.  home,*  she  said,  ezplainiM 

theopportunity  to  spend  many  “Tbere  are  opportunities  to  “People  just  started  leaving  thatmanyarefromremotevil- 
ycarsmLouisvw  trying  to  help  minister  evny  day,*  Trent  said,  for  no  reason.  We  had  a  2.5  lanes  that  would  be  difficult  for 
the  local  church  connect  to  the  There’s  recreation  ministry  that  milUon-dollar  budget  and  200  missionaries  to  access. 
Internationa]  community.*  offers  athletic  activities  for  yoiRh  to  300  in  service  on  Sunday  “You’re  able  to  make  a  wider 
The  DeLoach  funily  re-  and  adults.  The  iob  training  and  morning,  but  that  just  starred  impact  as  you  reach  these  fam- 
turned  to  Geoigia  in  2015  to  be  placement  ministiy  helps  resi-  vanishing.  One  ni^t  1  s^.  ilies,*  sbe^inted  out. 
part  of  CIBC.  Formed  in  2003  dents  build  resumes,  leara  com-  ‘Lord,  I  don’t  understand.’  "One  of  my  dreams  is  for  ev- 

^  combining  three  churches,  puter  litera^,  and  oisoover  op-  “Looking  back,  I  know  ex^  ery  Muslim,  Hindu,  and  Bud- 
CIBC  originated  as  Clarkston  portunities  for  employment.  actly  why  ^  because  we  bad  so  dhist  to  have  a  Christian  friend 
Baptist  Cnurch  in  1881.  It  also  AB  the  churchy  who  share  much  prejudice  in  the  church  who  can  point  them  toward 

happens  to  be  the  same  minis-  the  meeting  spM  engage  in  out-  at  that  time  that  we  could  have  Christ,*  Trent  said.  *We  share 
try  w^re  Trent  and  Elimbe^  reaefo  and  dirapleship.  Soon,  a  never  had  an  international  Bi-  with  o«4r  jpeople  a  three-step 

ble  church.*  process  -  Xeara  a  name,  make 

Perrin  estimates  there  were  a  friend,  share  Jesus.*  It’s  sim- 
10-12  families  remaining  when  pie.  That’s  our  dream,  and  we 
a  dMn^  ii^ired  Idea  was  see  (fod  bringing  the  nations 
bom  to  combine  churches  that  to  ua.* 
had  different  languare  needs. 

They  settled  on  the  Cam:  name  Learn  more  about  the  De- 
to  make  people  from  around  Loach  family  at  anniearm- 
the  world  feel  welcome.  sfrtmg.com. 


Powar  of  pcrspvctiM 

MO  Perrin,  an  8^-year- 
veteran,  served  as  deKOC 


I 


n 


T'^Vor  some  time  now,  I  have  heard 
from  some  ofyouaakiiia  if  l%va8 
JL  eoinatoputtogethtf  aSo(dccoa 
posed  of  the  commentaries  I  have  wrii 


jL  eoma  to  put  togethn  a  book  com¬ 
posed  of  the  commentaries  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  through  thevears.  Tliese  artides 
that  api  ^  in  Tne  Baptist  Record  each 
week  are  known  as  Directions,  and  oc¬ 
casionally  some  of  you  Have  guested 
they  be  sent  to  you  or  republished.  I 
have  been  thinkipf  about  this  book 
t-ecause  of  your  interest 

The  planned  aporoacfa  for  putting  the 
book  together  wmiid  be  that  it  contam 
^66  of  the  Directions  articles  that  have 
been  written  throu;^  the  yei^  The 
book  would  be  titlra  something  like. 
Directions  for  ^/ery  Day,  and  it  would 
include  a  d^for  LmpYear.  If  I'm  going 
to  accornnhw  that,  I  need  your  hdp. 
Soon  I  wm  the  thousand  mark  of 
Directions  being  written  for  The  Baptist 
Record,  and  I  would  love  to  have  your 
help  and  input  as  to  any  of  the  ar&to 
that  you  ha^  found  hdn^. 

I  realize  some  of  the  Directions 
artides  are  dated  —  or  maybe  better 
said,  outdated  —  and  some  have  only  a 
passing  rdevanoe  today.  Other  artides 
may  have  brought  you  a  moment  of 


insim  that  has  stayed  ivith  you.  I  would 
be  blessed  to  bear  nom  yoa  You  wQ]  be 
a  committee  of  editors. 

Obviously,  I  did  not  set  out  to  write 
a  book  but  rather  to  just  communicate 


Daily  Directions 


with  my  Mississippi  Baptist  fomi^  for 
a  few  minutes  ea^  week.  The  artides 
certainly  have  not  been  great  works 
of  literature  but  they  are  notes  and 
reflections  and  thoiidita  on  lifo  andour 
world  in  real  time  with  real  people... 
you.  If  we  can  puB  this  off.  Daily  Devo- 
tions  wiD  be  a  book  of  366  days.  The 
pam  wfl]  be  each  day's  date,  and  hope- 
nilly  it  win  be  something  for  everyone 
over  the  year. 

I  remonber  the  stosy  of  the  old,  rich 
Tens  randier  who  vvantod  to  bu&d  a 
swimming  pool  at  his  palatial  ranch 


home.  Ihe  contractor  who  came  out  to 
look  at  idiat  he  wanted  was  told  that  be 
actually  ivanted  diree  swimming  pools. 
When  die  contractor  asked  why,  die 
randier  explained,  *Wdl,  I  want  one 
swimmina  pool  durt  has  warm  water 
in  it,  another  swimming  pool  that  has 
ooM  water  in  it,  and  a  mird  swimniiiig 
pool  dial  doesn't  have  any  water  in  itr 
Baffled  by  wtud  the  rich  man  was  telling 
hhn,  the  contractor  couldnY  hdp  but 
ask,  *Wl]y  wouM  ycNi  waiit  to  bsald  one 
pool  and  not  even  have  water  in  It?*  The 
rancher  replied,  *You  dont  understand. 


Sonoe  of  mjr  friends  like  to  swim  in  warm 
water,. Sonmof  them  Bke  to  swim  in 
cool  water.  Some  of  my  friends  don’t 
like  to  swim.”  The  randier  was  going  to 
satisfy  everybody.  In  that  Ught,  1  sup¬ 
pose  yon  cotddw  that  if  we  can  put  this 
Dook  togedier,  ru  be  trying  to  indude 
sometfama  for  the  freouent  reader,  the 
oocaskmu  render,  and  dkoae  of  you  who 
can't  read. 

Thank  you  80  miidi  for  an  of  your 
kind  woroB  arid  droughts  arid  ofo- 
ings  and  even  differing  vievm  you  have 
smiled  with  me  diroum  the  years  about 
Directions,  fd  be  thankful  for  your 
reflections  now.  You  can  respond  by  e¬ 
mail,  regular  mail,  or  no  mau.  HI  the 


When  you  communicate,  please  kt 
me  kriow  why  somethmg  became  special 
to  you  -  a  thought,  a  verae,  an  idea,  a 
reflection  -  that  the  Lord  at  that  point  in 
your  lifo  was  able  to  wrap  around  your 
heart  and  help  you  through  the  day.  If 


from  you.  God  Mess  you.  Spring  is  on 
thehorixon. 

Fed  free  to  send  thoughts  on  one  or 
more  of  y<w  fovorite  aitidaB  to  me  via 
email  at  dii!ections#niM>.ocg,  or  by 
legtdar  inafl  ab  Bxncudve  Adnimistra- 
doci,  Attn:  Diiectiooa,  ?.  O.  Bos  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39005-0530. 


Unify  for  sake  of  Gospel,  speakers  tell  MC  audience 


CUNTON,  Misa.  (BP  and  local 
rapoits)  —  Supernatural  unity 
of  the  heart  is  the  key  to  radau 
rrcrmfiliaiinn  sDcakan 
a  diry4m  event  Feb.  27  kt  Mis¬ 
sissippi  UDlleee  (MC)  in  CUn- 
ton,  sponsored  by  MC  and  New 
Orleans  Semin^  (NOBTS). 

As  part  of  MCb  atmual  Evan- 
Kelism  Lectures,  NOBTS  Presi¬ 
dent  (Tiuck  Kdley  and  Ken 
Weathersby,  vice  presideiit  for 
convention  advancement  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Cbaven- 
tk>n  (SBC)  Exeamve  Omiinrt- 
tee  in  Nashville,  spoke  on  unity 
for  the  sake  of  the  Gospd  in  the 
IT  orningduipd  service. , 

Mississippi  CoOege  is  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  %vhile  NOBTS  »  af¬ 
filiated  vridi  the  SBC. 

Weathersby  is  a  Jackson  na¬ 
tive  who  holdB  a  BA.  dmee 
from  MC,  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  frrom  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisvine,  Ky.,  and  a  doctor 
of  ministry  from  Re¬ 

formed  Theological  Seminary 
in  Jackson. 

“We  very  naturally  seek  out 
people  like  us.  Division,  separa¬ 
tion  [are]  natural.  (Community 
is  supernatural.  That  is  buOt  by 
the  Lord  ”  Kelley  said  durUm  a 
panel  session  with  Weathers^. 

Weathersby  pointed  out  that 
even  if  a  kx^  church  is  not 
multi-ethnic,  “the  church  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  is.  We  are  to  be  mill¬ 
ing  disdples  among  aB  ethnic 
groups.  It  doesn't  matter  what 
color  they  may  be...  God  looks 
at  the  heart* 

The  lectures  included  a  din¬ 
ner  the  previous  evening  for 
alumni,  donors,  and  students 
in  conjunction  with  the  100th 


Though  the  decision  to  ea-  said.  “Prayer  evangelism  is  a 
tabtish  me  separate  sdKxil  fr>r  v^  strategic  vmy  of  discov- 
African  Americans  was  not  of  ering  needs  in  people’s  lives 
bit  doing,  the  lespoosibfflty  to  In  order  to  bridge  that  gap  in 
repair  the  damage  was  his,  Kcl-  sharing  the  uhUnate  need,  and 
IcyiakL  that  is  die  Savior.* 

Tm  happy  to  ten  you  die  sit-  Kelley  told  of  a  hotd  work- 
uatioo  is  much  different  now,*  er  who,  •frer  overhearing  his 
KeDw  said,  “but  it  took  woih  to  phone  conversation  with  his 
rebufld  diat  relationriiq>.*  ivife  Rhonda,  shared  widi  him 

Weadier^  encouraged  the  about  a  Vm  in  her  own  Bfo.  A 
aodiepoe  to  be  intentional  in  Gospel  conversation  followed, 
reaching  out  to  otfaera  whetfa-  “introdnoe  Jesus  into  a  con- 

er  diey  ara  of  a  different  race  versatfoo  and  see  w^t  (fod 
or  edundty,  or  from  another  does,*  Kelley  said.  *Ybu*n  of- 
country.  ten  be  surprised  at  the  kind  of 

nVe  may  discover  that  we  Gospel  conversations  you  can 
have  a  lot  of  things  to  com-  have  if  you  just  ^ve  Jesus  an 
moo,  that  wt  become  friends,*  introduction.* 

Weathersby  said,  “and  beoom-  nie  afternoon  panel  discus¬ 
ing  friends  would  demonstrate  sion  and  breakout  sessions 
to  the  world  that  we  are  in  continued  the  focus  on  racial 
Chrfot^  reconciliation. 

Differences  between  edinic  Ryan  Rke,  pastor  of  Connect 
fproups  can  resolve  when  be-  Church  in  New  Oiieans,  pointed 
hevers  stay  focused  on  a  com-  to  the  challenge  be  faces  as  an 
mon  rmponsibUity  to  evange-  African  Amemm  pastor  Icad- 
WeatbersW  ing  a  radaDy  diverse  oongrega- 
8*id.  ‘TVhen  we  put  our  hands  tion.  Learning  to  yield  to  others’ 
to  the  Gospel  plow,  the  barn-  preferences  and  viewpoints  is  a 
ers  break  down.  Wc  must  live  matter  of  disdplesMp.  he  said, 
in  coi^imity  together  as  we  '^our  preferences  don't  mat- 
sbm  (Jh^  togetM.*  ter  to  Jesus,  so  that  meansryour 

Pratt,  MC  vice  presklent  paster’s  le^  of  mdanin  [skin 
of  Clirisdan  devdopment  and  pigment]  shouldn't  matter  ei- 
mocto^^themomiMpan-  ther,*  Rice  said. 'We  die  to  our 
^  ^ked  KeDey  and  Weathei^  own  nreferences  fbr  the  glory  of 
for  tips  on  sharing  ^(fospel.  theGo^.* 

-  ^^I^rsby  said  an  easy  Josh  Holland,  a  white  pastor 
nm  step  IS  aridng  servers  in  who  shares  pastoral  leadership 
restaurants  if  they  have  prayer  with  two  African  American 
con»^  Many  ^re  personal  pastors,  sai^  *If  wn  truty  bc- 
struggies,  he  said,  sudi  as  a  lieve  at  the  cross  there's  [level] 
woman  1^  recently  said  she  ground,  then...  we  have  to  sit  at 
was consi^nngM abor^n.  &  ta^  toged^.  Everybody’s 
Just  by  Mking  that  one  goingtoha^toeatsofnehum' 
quMon...  ^  re  getting  direct-  ble^  and  be  able  to  give  grace 
ly  to  the  heart,*^  Weathersby  together.* 
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God  turns  violent  teenager 
into  faithful  follower,  leader 


EDrrCHl'S  NOTE:  TheAmde 
Armstrong  Easter  Offjer^pr^ 
uides  support  for  missionaries 
who  serve  on  behaffcf  Southern 
Baptists  across  Norm  America. 
The  2018  giving  goal  is  $70 
mUJkm.  For  more  urformatkm, 
visit  anniearmstrongxom. 

TORONTO,  Ofitario,  Cmda 
(BP)  —  “Everyone  is  wricome!’ 
Thaf  8  the  motto  of  Fellowship 
Church  Rogue  Park  located  in 
Toronto's  East  End. 

The  muhiethiiic,  muhigen- 
erational  church  plant  rents 
space  in  a  local  Catholic  school 
on  Sunday  momingB  and  hosts 
events  throu^ut  die  vredi. 
Strategically  laundied  near  an 
area  known  for  gana  violenoe> 
the  ininisti^  is  M  church 
planting  missionaw  and  a  for- 
mer  gang  member  Kesavan  Bal' 
asinyiam  and  his  wife  Viji,  both 
immigrants  to  Oanada  who 
foundnew  life  here. 

Known  as  the  most  mnltieth' 
nic  dty  in  the  workl,  Toronto's 
metropcditan  area  has  a  popular 


"Wfo  bebeve  that  this  is  ami  connect  For  Kewmi,  thfe 
<h.h»v»>v^Go<i 

WBnts  us  to  woffc,  to  vvte  arc  in  «<m3T  dtiiationt  to 
pray,  to  labor,  and  to  see  bteownMateeueer. 
woptewhodonlloy.  MliL 

Jasus  DBCOminQ  communi^,  aivi  in  the  sum* 
worshippers  of  Christ,  met  of  2016  two  young  men 
and  then  they 

to  othors.  That  S  our  are  now  co-leading  our  young 
prayer,  our  dream.'  men's  sports  outreach  every 
weeLThi^  have  anywhere  from 
Kosavafi  BalMinehain  20-30  young  people  shcwiim  up 
and  hearing  die  Gospd.  Both 
Sand  Raliaf  miasioaavy,  know  the  value  of  having  Gos- 
MIowship  Roue#  Park,  pd  conversations  with  these 
Toronto,  Canada  young  men  and  follow  up  with 
them  from  we^  to  week.  ' 

*1^81  joy  to  8ee%uit  in  their 
lives  and  our  local  churdi  beiim 
blemed  by  their  service.  Thtt 
Ip  with  men  { took  both  of  them  to  a 

5*.  three-day  workshop  on  bibhcal 

”>hng  hie  exposition  so  that  the^  would  hOW  TO  DO  IT  -  Kesavan  Balasingham  (nght)  has  led  events 
.  dMcy’gy  PSi“^^r  ^  vvith  his  church  all  over  town  aimed  at  reaching  the  lost  and  mek- 

fai^%  te  aching  (Sods  Word  jng  disciptes  of  others.  The  former  gang  member  and  Ns  wife  Viji 

legeooumes  retatwial  irfniitiy  ^  Airiarkan  church  pl«i^ 

for.  k  a  etvrm  vahaL  Kvnv  ndier  weriL  photos  oourtesy  of  NAMB) 


How  do  we  ivant  them  out?* 
Kesavan  mw  in  fr 
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Just  for  the  Record 


In  other  Church  N0M«: 

GfOwtChurch, 

WhMitr  Grom  «v31 
hortaPiopbecyrOoo-  i 
ncnoe  March  22-23 
feakuimg  Robot 
Jeffioa,  senior  pastor 
of  Fho  Cfauicfa,  DaDa8»  and 
nienlBbOQoFwNovaGabietefe- 
viik)o  netHork,  akma  with  The 
Looia(£Fui%8^ 
singers  of  BunsviOe.  There  are  DO 


fees  or  cfaai^  ior  attending.  For 
more  mformation  and  to  register, 
visR  vdieeieagni¥ebapttftoGni. 
Kara  Bfedard,  pastor. 

>  Hoiy  Church,  Alcofii, 
win  be  hosdns  a  Sportsman's 
Banquet  Wlklganie  Siq^  Mar. 
24.  Bind  Cli^,  founder  of  Final 
Descent  Outdoors,  guest  speak- 
er.  Ftoe.  Rsistiatkm  reqcKSted 
at  wwwholQfb^itiBtoig  or  eaD 
(662)286-3474. 


WOOOLAMD  CHURCH,  PONTOTOC,  OENTERPOINT  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN, 

ordatnsd  Ronald  StagaN  as  deacon  Mar.  4.  Ha  is  baptized  nir>a  people  Jart  21.  StSMe  Herroa  youth/ 
shown  with  his  wile  Pat  and  pastor  Justin  Vamon.  childran  s  pastor,  is  shown  with  arms  raisad. 


The  senior  adults  of  SILVER  CREEK 
CHURCH,  MCCOMB,  toured  the  Armed  Ser¬ 
vices  Museum/Cemp  Shetoy.  Hattiesburg,  Mar. 
2.  Donnie  Coker,  pastor. 


i  I 


r 


I 


I  » 


MEADOWVIEW  CHURCH,  STARKVILLE,  recently  held  a  deacon  ordinalion  sarvioa  for  Bin 
Trainor  TrairK>r  and  his  wife  Andrea  are  second  arid  third  from  left,  front  row 


TZO  VR  ZKW  FRZJKQPRO  WK  WXDN 
GKQSO:  VAW  VR  HR  WQTZNJKQPRO  VH 
WXR  QRZRGDZB  KJ  HKAQ  PDZO,  WXTW 
HR  PTH  IQKCR  GXTW  DN  WXTW  BKKO, 
TZO  TFFRIWTVSR,  TZO  IRQJRFW,  GDSS 
RJ  BRO. 

f' 

QKPTZN  WGRSCR:  WGR 
Clue:  C  *  V 

Havefim  with  cnfptography  and  exercise  yowBibk 
kno^dhdge,  A  King  James  Version  BKfie  verse  has  been  en- 
coded  by  letter  stAstttution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
diroughout  the  pusde.  Solve  by  triai  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  pui^:  Hebrews  5:5 
iy  OisrlH  rwx.  lf3»004.R  200s 


Members  of  CENTRAL  CHURCH,  MERID¬ 
IAN,  had  a  Dream  Night  service  Mar.  4.  They  sm- 
amined  the  currant  reality  and  future  state  of  the 
church  with  a  realistic  look  at  the  obstacles.  Over 
75  obtainable  dreams  ware  revealed.  Shown 
are  Liz  Cain,  Marcia  Everett.  Denny  Palmer,  end 
Rubye  Palmer.  Glenn  Jackson,  pastor. 


OMEN'S  J  CONFERENCE 


APR  L  20-21  ,  201  8 

VICKI  COURTNEY 

REGISTER  ONCINE: 
httos/Awm  nicIcaN  oorMegM^^ 
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Getting  priorities  in  order 
leads  to  effective  ministry 


EDITORS  NOfTE:  The  Annie 
Ammtrvng  Eagter  Offering  pro- 
Mdes  support  for  mbskmaries 
who  serve  on  behalf  of  Southern 
Baptists  acrom  Norm  America. 
The  2018  gwmff  goal  is  $70  not- 
bon.  For  mare  wformation,  ush 
onJOBOrrnstFtM^jcoffL 

LAS  VEGAS  (8P)  -  EAabIkhed 
in  1905  netr  tbe  Unioii  Pacific 
Riflrottd  tracks,  the  dty  that 
ww  Qooe  a  tiny  paea-through  in 


the  Blpaave  Deaert  has  become 
one  of  die  world* s  moat  popular 
touriat  deatmatioDa. 

Lat  VepM  hoalB  more  than  42 
mllBoo  vMfeon  each  year.  The 
draw  inhidtt  iwvi^  reaocta  and 
eaainoi  with  enou|m  laaen  and 
neonli^  to  make  It  vWble  from 
maoe^  earning  NASA'Ii  dbtmctioii 


SCEKMO  THE  LOST  —  Haiden  Ratner  has  a  vision  to  oombina 
his  love  and  professional  career  in  sports  with  his  passion  to  share 
the  Gospel  in  Las  Vegas.  Nv.  (OP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 

that  I  can  ma^  start  a  smaD  his  home  church,  Hope  Church, 
gnwBiUestii^.  and  then  began  frrmiiig  a  launch 

*Td  never  bm  to  diurdi  in  team  that  induded  people  from 
Ua  Vegas  in  my  life  and  so  I  just  around  the  dty.  Tnev  drded  a 
deddea  to  hit  people  up  that  I  teunch  date  011  the  calendar  and 
knew.*  met  oAen  to  study  the  Bible,  pray 

Neena,  whom  he  bad  known  in  andjplan. 
hk^  school,  was  among  those  he  *Tlove  this  city,*  Heiden  said, 
caaiedmatt^tfaestii^.*niBt*8  *I  kive  the  people  in  this  city.  1 
where  we  cotuiected  again,  and  love  the  bgms  m  this  dty.  1  love 
I  saw  something  cfaann  in  her  the  noise  but  more  than  any< 
life  as  %veil  as  mh^  Heiden  thingjIloaewhatGodisdoingm 
aaki  Ihdr  friendshm  grew,  aa  tbiacaty.* 

^diefr  leapectiverefettopBmpa  Rocked  in  CnlowiaTW  2:b,  the 
with  the  Lm  nvne  WALK  Churdi  pohka  So 

When  he  letmned  to  JMU  thefeuiidBtioiialdfrBCtivetDwalk 
for  anodier  wmester,  faii  love  fcr  mthewmofChriat^Oiircfaurch 
basketball  wee  stiB  present  but  publicly  latmcbed  on  Sept  20, 
not  the  same.  He  nqMamrd  that  2015,  out  of  tbe  middle  Khool  I 
moK  of  his  life  the  gne  and  the  wemtogroaipKUi>.”  besaid. 
feme  had  been  an  idol  —  *a  bide  The  ligglfflC&rwlev^  vdio 
Vapd,*  — butnowmafcflower  ertfaer  hi  the  sdrooT  cafeteria  on 
tfCnriatherealbeddiattheflune  Sunday  is  gtowip^cuiienfiy  aaer- 

_  _  ^  wasnotagodbutableaBtngnom  aging  arouiid  180-200  each  week, 

ing  Divisioo  1  college  batoaethail  God.  and  WALK  Cfautch  does  more 

As  a  sophomore  in  high  school,  Tm  fiving  out  the  dream  that  at  Schofield  Mkidle  School  than 
be  was  selectod  aa  the  Gatorade  1  ahwQv  haaof  bdng  onTV  and  amph  feato  space.  The  church 
Flayer  of  the  Year  fer  Nevada  and  dhvingattliiBhMhle^'heaaid.  memoen  have  turned  it  into  a 
oonMentb^maefeaS-sttoe  teams.  Hvmfe  at  JIfU,  God  drew  me  to  oommunhy  by  hosting  cookouts, 
He  went  on  to  play  as  a  gu^  HhnsdC  and  He  allowed  me  to  tackling  unprovemeni  projects, 
for  James  htamoa  Uniwasity  then  continne  to  use  the  game  at  and  suiting  a  food  pantry. 

(JMU)  in  Harriaoabug,  Va.,  and  a  platform  for  His  gfory  and  that  Hekfen^  kwe  ror  basketball 
it  was  there  that  some  teammates  took  me  to  larael  where  I  was  pli^  a  large  part  in  his  ministxy . 
tnvilBd  fahn  to  a  FeBowahip  of  playina  profesaaonaDy.  WAUC  Hoops  draws  a  crowd  of 

Christian  Athletes  (FCA)  meeting.  Wl&  in  Israel,  be  married  players,  and  some  of  them  jotn- 
Everything  changsd.  *lt  was  Neena.  The  season  was  a  sweet  Heiden  in  a  competitive  league 
during  tat  tiiat  1  rataed  I  one  but  seeds  tat  had  been  at  the  Tarkanian  Basketoall 
wat  nuBsii^;  something,*  he  mid,  pkaged^ars  before  were  starting  Acadenw. 

*I  theae  people  have  to  take  root  The  Ratnen  eventu-  WALK  Church  is  aD  about 

aometaw  I  (foot  I  was  able  to  d|y  letumed  to  Las  VeM  where  getting  out  into  the  dty.  Their 
henrtheGospeLgrtmyaetfaBihfe  Heiden  continued  leamng  Bible  smaD  groups  are  dubbed  "Charge 
for  the  tat  tk^  ask  questions,  studfes  for  friends  and  former  Groups,*  and  they  meet  in  homes 


tranafoniMfion. 

Leadkig  the  way  are  Las  Vegas 
natiassHmfen  and  Neena  Ratner 
md  ta  team  at  WALK  Church. 
Their  miaann  is  to  free  people  to 
walkinJesua 


UOiiigBoofidols 


I,  MCPUUDg,  anu  wikxv  immaauwi  o 

M  The  Journey  still  gDing  to  be  a  part  of  it  but  if  s  panding 
3s  hometown.  going  to  look  more  like  nil-tiine  uty^  of  1 

at  wii  cra^  was,  minStry.  If  s  gdug  to  look  i 
nLasVegaiwere  Ita  a  church  pbnttn  the  dty. 

InT  go  to  church 

^2=5*^  FonwinfmoticNi 

juat  decided  that,  Ratner  began  studying 


Learn  more  about  the  Rat- 
Tiers  at  anniearmstrvngxxnn. 
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sissippi  ~  tiie  Jaclaon 
Women’s  Health  Orga¬ 
nization  on  Noftb  State 
Street  in  Jackson  -  oon- 
teiiM  in  late  Janra^ 
as  HB  1510  was  wind¬ 
ing  its  way  throng  the 
legidative  process  that 
lawmakers  intent  all 
along  was  to  mark  a  test 
case  m  federal  court. 

*1  think  the  bfll  is 
dearK  unconstitu¬ 
tional,'’  Derzis  said,  ac¬ 
cording  to  WREG-’TV 
in  Memphis.  *I  think 
that’s  part  of  the  plan, 
to  set  as  much  anti¬ 
abortion  legislation 
headed  up  tfarou^  the 
court  system,  hoping  by 
the  time  it  gets  there, 
there’s  another  anti- 
dioicejustice.'’ 

Editor’s  note:  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  contributed 
to  this  artkk. 


LIMIT 

cont.  from  p.  7 


NYC  neighborhood  is  changed 
by  missionary  couple's  loyalty 


of  Mississippi  executive 
director  Jennifer  Ril^r- 
CoOins  in  a  press  releaM 
dated  the  (uy  after  the 
Senate  passed  the  bQl. 
**nieir  is  to  promote 


EDITOR’S  NCTTE:  The  Annie  Arm^tronq  Easter 
Offering  provides  support  for  missionartes  who 
serve  on  oehaff  cf  Soidbem  Baptists  across  North 
America.  The  2018  qi^ng  qoatis  $70  miBkm.  For 
rrwre  information,  utsdamne^^ 

NEW  YORK  OTY  Nsmt  York  -  Once  an  abandoi^ 
storehont  tagged  with  spm  paint,  die  budding  that 
onginfJly  boused  GrafGn  Cniirch  has  become  a  sym- 
boTof  hope  on  New  York’s  Lower  East  Side. 

Said  Rdief  missionaries  Taylor  FVdd  and  w^ 
Susan  strategkaDy  positioned  the  church  plant  in 
19^6  amid  cnadL  bouses  and  a  large  homeless  copu¬ 
lation,  eventually  making  this  Defected  neighbor¬ 
hood  their  home. 

“Jesus  started  with  meeting  needs  first,”  JPIeld 
sakL  “His  compassion  grew  peck’s  feith,  and  then 
He  buih  the  chuidi  on  mat  raith. 

'Ihe  Fields’  work  was  not  without  opposition. 
Connoting  drug  dealers  and  learning  hc^  to  care 
lor  users  and  hundreds  of  homeless  men,  women, 
and  chfldren  were  part  of  the  weekly  challenges. 

The  first  oillegp  missioB  groiro  would  pa^  ow 
storefront,  and  thffl  someone  would  tag  it  again  with 
graffiti,”  Field  said.  The  mission  team  then  pointed 
meir  own  ^iiitual  message  on  the  waD  along  with 
the  word,  “Graffiti* 

Inspiration  struck. 

The  ministry  workers  decided  to  embrace  the 
feim  ^  aitistiy  so  femihar  to  the  neighborhood,  and 
gave  what  was  then  East  Ttb  Baptist  Ministry  a  new 
moruker  Graffiti  whkdi  eventual^  became  a  churdL 

Embedded  in  the  identity  of  the  church  is  a  simple 
idea;  “From  small  things  come  great  thin^”  F1^ 
explained  that  it  is  aD  about  an  upside-down  ap- 
(l5poch  to  ministry  (feiiig  tangible,  practical  thin^ 
w^  Stories  of  life  change  test^  to  the  effecthmess. 


people's  heahh  and  wdl-  mmm 
beu^  not  restrict  access 
and  cause  additioiial 
burdens  upon  the  state.” 

In  threkenmg  a  fed- 
era!  lawsuit  if  BryssA 
signs  the  bill  into  law, 

Rfl^-^S^ns  ^  *We  25"^ 

cannot  aBow  those  who 
want  to  put  abortion 
completely  out  of  reach 
to  pass  another  law 
that  stands  in  the  way 
of  women  and  the  care 
they  need.” 

Diane  Derzis,  who 
owns  the  otdy  remaining  ■■■i 
abortion  (^nic  in  Mis-  DERZIS 


DEDICATED  TO  NEIGHBORHOOD  -  Taylor 
Field  and  his  wife  Susan  have  sarved  the  people 
of  New  York  City  since  1986  whan  they>  planted 
Graffiti  Church  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 

*I  noticed  when  he  [Ffeld]  started  feeding  the  peo- 
pfeintbep^-nostiii«saUBcfaed,*mediessesq)eR 
sakl  “Otto  inimsfen  cone  thraueh  the  park,  and 
you  had  to  MRen  to  the  hour  and  a  naif  senxion  fint 
Ihenyouinightgelabagoratichetfcrthepntry.  <  ; 

”WeiL  Ti^  was  the  complete  opposite.  He  fed 


first  and 


stay,  tf  yew  dkin’t  waiit  to  stay,  you  could  go.  So,  that 
real^  impressed  me.” 

the  oourae  of  a  few  years,  Chess  Monster 
%vcnt  from  receiving  fiee  huichea  to  hriaing  aesve 
meals  to  offiaw.  HeoQBneobadvfldipeogeaakC^ra^ 

fiti  aiKi  expeiienoed  something  new.  He  noted  when 
you’re  in  need  of  food  or  shelter  and  someoM  reach¬ 
es  out  to  help,  it  makes  a  bfe  impact  Tbere’s  to  old 
saying:  An  eru]^  stomach  nas  no  ears,”  he  said. 

Graffiti’s  apixoach  to  meet  the  need  first  made 
it  possfole  for  Che^  Monster  and  people  in  similw 
situahons  to  bear  about  the  love  that  iiiotivBted  their 
eflbrts. 

Louis  Taylor  now  has  a  personal  relationship  with 
Jesus.  He  wxks  at  the  chureh  m  iiiaiiitenaiice,  hc^ 
IokI  Bible  stuebes,  and  continues  to  be  par  e  of  the 
compassion  ministries  that  changed  his  life. 


LAUREL,  RS  R  SSKMO  A  RJU.  TIC  BETHAMY  BAPTVT  CHURCH  LocaRd  R 
RMRTER  OF  STUDDfTS/ACTMnES  AND  Mtodtan.  US  in  •»  Whynol  oommunfty  d 
A  PART  TIB  BFV0CAT10NAL  RNSTCR  SouRem  LwdMRte  CoRty  PiMM  tmR 
OFRUeC.  SRdPMutrmtoRtPiitoiwR  fwurm to oncaBiRyno«)R^ 

ConviRtot.  Whn  Sprinoi  BipM  Choreh.  toBRhar  ^  ‘ 

500  Indton  Spiingi  Oiurch  Roto.  lJuiH  Uahdtow.  _ 

3N43. _  CASON  BAPniT  CHURCH  MNETTLETON. 

TROY  FRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH -PONTD-  RS  B  SffWNG  A  BLUDCAnONAL  YOUTH 
TOC,  RS  R  SEBONG  A  BLVOCATIONAL  PASTOR.  MmRto  canMRn  cm  Mial 
RUSC  RBBTER  A  A  BFVOCATIORAL  rwurnw  to  caaMtotoBRrraRgmai  corri 
YOUTH  PASTOHPtom  met  mmm  to  ^  HOPE  RMTRT  CHURCH,  RONTV 

toictoiirtorBatoMLconi _  CaiA  Rl  SEEWRO  BLVOCATIONAL 

CRmHMV  BAPnST  CHURCH  IS  M  RUSC  RBBSTER  SaidRMumMToc  SR 
N«D  OF  A  PART  TWE  SONG  LEADER.  Canito^  Hope  Rd.  l/torRoeto.  MS  3^ 
PtoiiecR  NNha»Nfrya901-60M086  Ph.  e01487-28S2 _ 


Practical  approach 


inatreat- 


Church.4475 


ment  fadbtv  for  drug  rrfMibaitation,  Raulreoeived  a 
court  manoate  to  take  a  GED  class.  Graffiti  offered 
one.  Raul  was  skeptical  about  going  to  a  church  even 
for  a  required  eduHitodA  daaB,m  ne  went  aiiyway. 

One  dav  after  class,  a  member  of  the  church  ex- 
ended  an'  invitation  to  visit  a  service  saying,  “We 
v\x>uki  love  to  have  you.”  Something  about  the  “we" 
stood  out  to  Ra^  and  he  came  six  months  in  a  row. 

He  also  brought  his  giiifiiend  Siyyida.  Leaders  in 
*hc  church  help^  mentor  Raul  and  Siyyida-Theybe- 
caiTie  fbtlovvers  of  ChiisL  aixi  afta  iiiore  than  two  arid 
a  half  years  of  dating,  th^  decided  to  get  married. 

Now  th^  attend^aixl  serve  at  Graffiti  campuses, 
which  have  grown  to  five  meeting  sites  in  the  New 
Y()rk  dty  inetro  area  aixl  two  afiiliates  in  other  cities. 

The  smaU-things  approach  works.  Cliange  con¬ 
tinues  00  the  Lower  East  Side  tirrough  dally  oonnec- 
tioAB  in  the  diverse  commui^.  The  church  shares 
Christ’s  oompession  in  practical  ways  —  from  after- 
school  tutoring  and  ESL  classes  to  hip-hop  daixing 
ind  lunches  in  the  park. 

“When  we  serve  a  meal,  it’s  not  just  about  hand¬ 
ing  over  some  food.  We  sit  down  together  at  the 
table  and  talk  while  we  cat,"  Field  said.  “It’s  about 
amnecting.” 

Many  %vho  caD  Graffiti  thdr  home  church  have 
been  directly  impacted  by  the  church’s  minstry  ef-  piew’ 
forts:  a,freesa|wlwich.  a  literacy  lesson,  legal  a^ 
tarice,  a  blanket  in  the  New  York  winter. 

Louis  “QiC88Monstcr”Tayk)r  is  part  ofthatnoup.  tbinkti 
“1  was  homeless  for  about  60  years,”  said  the  torma  Tnad 

Itistoiy  teacto  who  moved  to  New  York  about  15  time  ai 
years  ago.  Every  day,  he  played  chess  at  Tompkins  ova  tl 


The  long  game 
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Rropliecy  Conference 
At 

Wheder  Grove  Baptift  Chnrcli 
Marck  22-23 
With 

Dr.  Robert  Jcihrets, 

'Tastor  of  First  Baptist  Chnrch  Dafias,  TX 


Mcm^  mow  Om  I  PrapM  Fbv  My  JMncy  To  HiKvair  by  Or  JcfS«M- IOm 
DMwmI-IIwi 

Tlw«etoaoiofiiwaoofc»ar«qfO<MrcMifei)rOwciootwoc*. 

tfyqoo>oiiMltoloiOfitt»rooliM>pl>«wtotoiaaLadl<^^ 


Submission  Guidolines 

The  Beptht  Reoofd  is  pleeood  to  pubfah  news  and 
phoiogniphs  of  tpedel  events  that  take  pleoe  in  coopomtino 
ctHMchee  ot  the  Misaiaaippt  Baptiit  ConverOon.  News  itaim 
amV^  photooraphs  dapic^  benefits  end  activities  for  sec^ 
or  outtide  oignaBitione  vdl  ndl  be  pubKthed. 

Pveiaiind  flOBbod:  aeMe  cner-be  submitted  eiecnoniceay 
to  the  a  mai  adihnai  beksv,  and  mum  be  inoiiided  in  the 
maasaQs  segmem  of  an  omai  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
mar  be  typaemttan  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  TlHoch  pe> 
par  and  maiied.  AM  articles  must  be  reoeivsd  in  writino:  no  ar- 
tidae  vwa  be  aqapted  over  the  telephnne  Due  to  ey  present 
virus  threats,  no  taxi  attachments  mAM  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachmems  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  mehs  articles  concise,  ktdude  the  who.  what,  vdwa 
vAheie  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  oorsact  person's 
addrsee  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  e'ectionicagy  via  email  as 
attal^iimra  in  JPEG  format  Herd  uopy  photographs  moled 

through  the  poetal  service  wM  nef.  bo  eooepM.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  waltighted.  Photographs  must  depict 
peopla.  No  landscape^,  building.,  or  objectoniy  photographs  wiR 
be  printed.  Photographs  containing  mappropnata  gsMures  and 

obfsciionabla  olodting  vvM  fV)t  be  published  Cel  phorw  ph(^ 

graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  cio  not  leproAioa  wsi 
on  nawsphre  are  generaly  not  pubkthable. 

Thera  ie  no  guarantee  that  news  itams  and/or  photographs 
wil  be  published.  af%d  unaokcited  matensi  wvifl  rwt  b# 
admowledged  or  returned  Al  news  items  are  subfect  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subiect  to  croppir^  News 
iteme  ervl/or  photograplM  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Oeedkne  lor  submitting  newt  is  ocw  week  prior  to  lequesr^ 
pubkcetion  date  Artidaa  mat  are  not  deteeensitive  wil  be 
published  on  •  space  eveiebie  basis.  These  guidelines  ers 
rHJt  meaf«  to  be  axhaustivt 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O  Box  530.  Jackson, 
MS  382050630.  FAX:  1601)  282-3330  Email:  bapbMrecordB 
mbob.org. 


Missionaries  hear  distinct 
call  back  home  to  Michigan 


ENWR3  NOTE:  The  Anme 
Armstros^f  Easta*  Offeriffg  pro¬ 
vides  support  for  massonaries 
who  serve  on  behaf  rf  Southern 
Baptists  acrom  Norm  America. 
The  2018  giving  god  is  $70  mUr 
ikm.  For  more  Ufformatkm,  visit 
(DvvearrnstrongjoosTL 

DETfKin;  Mfch.  (BP) -- Knownas 
the  heedquaitm  for  the  bk  dine 
American  aiirsnakrre,  Detroit 
thiough  the  yeafi  has  experienced 
prosperilyr,  popularioo  endoskm, 
and  most  reorfody  ovenwnelmfog 
ufhon  decay. 

Prom  financial  crisis,  to  aur 
tomodve  industiy  cuts,  oo  dean 
water  iHues,  Detroit's  stiugi^ 
has  afiected  die  entire  metro 
popuktfon  of  more  than  four  mfl- 
non  people.  Violent  crimes  tank 
among  tne  hkfacst  in  the  nation. 
Less  than  im  of  eighth  gpdea 
in  the  inner  d^  are  proficient  in 


cnft  College  about  15  mfles  from 
the  downtown  area.  *We  vdue 
hdpiQ&  we  value  people,  and  we 
valw  iMpfoS  °xwe  for¬ 

ward,*  Ims  said. 

As  a  church  in  rented  space, 
each  Sundsy  begins  eai^  widi 
a  fiuny  of  vohmteers  setting  up 
sjytoy,  Dun^  space,  dnldrai  s 
mmistiy  equipnMnt,  and  tuning 
a  ocnfoenn  center  into  a  vibrant 
and  weloomiiK  worship  center. 

The  church  sedn  to  pcoride 
a  mrsnBP  diet  is  relevant  and 
approachable.  Travis  udfiaes  a 
ran  of  visud  aids  from  banners 
ana  senxkon  moniton  dnolaying 
Scriptores  to  leaking  soda  Mdes 
dial  demonatcate  a  sennoQ  point 
about  bow  easy  it  is  for  visa»  to 


ter  where  I  go  or  what  I  dcx  Christ 
was  diere  to  rescue  me.* 

TVsvis  baptnsd  Brenda,  and 
her  stoiy  is  one  of  maiw  fives 
and  oddmted.  SmOing 
andoK^nhg  with  water  from  the 
portable  bapdnna)  pool,  this  re¬ 
ality  is  soniBfaing  Travis  doesoT 
take  for  granted.  If  s  bis  calfing 
coming  true,  one  diat  was  born 
yean  ago  on  a  pumpkin  frffm,v 
down  dto  road. 


'Dasiaa 

who  need  bo^  Yet,  ooi^  kbont 
43X  Idendk  as  rehpous,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Vfotia  Popidadoo  dBm.  Of 

thW  PMhnKri«i  ntoks 

die  highest  at  about  17%. 

Al  cfaurcfa  planting  mJasionar- 
iea,  TTavis  ana  Jennoer  Whittak¬ 
er  want  to  see  Christ  bring  lasting 
hofie  to  die  nwUo  area  ^transr 
fonning  people  who  wul  then 
transform  their  eky.  The  Whit¬ 
takers  chose  a  name  for  their  new 
chrach  inspired  by  a  different 
side  of  the  city's  heritin  —  die 
grid  system  with  roads  placed 
one  mue  apart 

In  Bqptember  2015,  Mile  Oly 
Cfaurcfa  held  its  first  smoa. 

Hglping  pggplg 

Breiv  week,  MBe  Qly  Church 
meets  m  the  Detroit  suhurii  of 
livonia  on  die  ctoDpui  of  School- 


I  oe  drawn  to  the  bos- 
pitafify  «id  children's  ministiy 
with  people  of  Ml  ages  responding 
to  the  GcaDel  message. 

An  cntne  *fint-thne  vWlot^ 
video  gives  guests  a  brief  tour  be- 
foret^crer  set  foot  Gotepn^ 

BeBtodwldiaaniie,ahinifaliakr 
and  free  oofiee.  The  idea:  Make 
eveiyone  fod  wdoome. 

ihiliiuig  the  Starting  Point 
series,  Travis  tenches  foun¬ 
dations  of  fitith  and  diroughout 
the  wedL,  small  groups  caDed 
dty  groups  meet  aU  over  metro 
Detroit 

Brenda  was  one  of  thoee  peo¬ 
ple  seeking  hope.  After  her  nus- 
CMUid  movra  out  and  her  parents 
passed  away,  she  was  looking 
tor  something  to  hold  on  to.  Her 
children  started  going  to  Mfle 
Qly  Church,  and  she  decided  to 
go  with  them. 

*1t  was  so  wann  sod  wdoom- 
infr*  she  ssid.  They  sD  attended 
the  Starting  Point  gr^  togsdi- 
er.  *Tt  was  an  awakeping,  I  could 
breadie.  1  found  out  that  no  mB- 


TVsvis  gr^  up  working  in  the 
frunily  frffmmg  businesB  just  out¬ 
side  me  dty.  Hk  grandfiitfaer  was 
a  barber,  who  became  a  pnBor 
later  in  fife.  becanw  a  bdiever 
St  an  eariy  age.  After  oolege,  he 
struck  out  on  tiii  own  as  a  musi- 
cBOb  lettnig  tne  cnocas  ilia  lyiioi 
testift^fMdi. 

TfaB  is»  unt3  God  caled  kin  to 
do  more. 

Whie  vWtn  Ms  fonik  Tto- 
vismtintoecdftaiberAmgt 

md  diangSTlniniv 

wanted  to  cbuicfa  plsat,*  he  aaid. 
*T  warned  to  keep  singing  for  Je¬ 
sus  inatead  of  tenonng  due  to  ore 
stuttering  jproblan,  bra  1  faeara  , 
the  call  of  God  chaBmpe  me  to 
lead  in  a  new  way  that  dto,  and  I 
knew  I  had  to  d^* 

When  the  Whittaken  took  the 
leap  of  frdtfa  to  plant  Mile  Oty 
Cfaiadi,  they  felt  caBeH  to  locale 
near  the  fiufm.  *1  had  to  kt  His 
voice  be  the  loodeB,*  Tbsvis  said. 
Now  at  the  end  of  evm  service; 
the  church  plantar  who  nerer 
wanted  to  speak  pubikiy  chal¬ 
lenges  faif  oongremSfon  with  a 
visim  renunder  *Whenj^  see  a 
mile  sign,  pnty  nr  the  Mue  aty.** 

Leant  more  about  the  Whk- 
takersatanniearmstrortgjoorn. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  wav,  truth,  and  life. 

SiinpU  Nhare  the  follow in^  praver  with  (jod 
in  vour  (»wn  words: 

^  ^  >  I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  \ou.  d  have  sinned.' 

M  2.  I  want  lorj'iNeness  tor  m>  sins 

fjf  ~  and  Ireedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

*  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
^rave  to  Uir^ive  mv  sins  and  to  rest<iro 
^  mv  relationship  with  vou. 

^**^*^^^  d  believe  in  jesus.i 

4.  H\  faith.  I  invite  )esus  (  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relatomship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  C  hrist  as  mv  Savico  and  Lord.) 
Hot  a*!  o).o>v  as  rvcviwd  him,  to  thvm  hv  i,*a\»‘  ihv  rii»ht  to  hviomv  tiiifdrm  ot 
(,itd.  own  to  thhso  who  ipvtiow  in  his  /lanie.  '  ilohn  t  tJi 
Jf^ou  make  a  det  isioii  for  (hrist  todav,  contact  a  local  Semthern  Baptist  church 
i.  for  spiritual  ^uidanc  e. 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


The  BCV  employs  Christiftn*  misslon>minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  def^dent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparencs.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  aduks  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Vil¬ 
lage  st^. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  ber>efics  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  noodels 
healthy,  Christian  fanoily  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  ar>d  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  honr>ework  to  Iaundi7  and  meals  vyhen  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  ail  Houseparenu  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  hea]th.They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environntenc 

To  app9y  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contia 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccadeQbaptistchildrensviilage.com  or  ^1-922- 
2241 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  vmw.baptisichildrensvillaga.com. 
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Keeping  Commitments  •  1  Corinthians  7:1-13 


Does  vour  local  newspaper  carry  a 
‘Dear  Aol^  column?  Ours  does,  and 
when  scanning  the  paper  for  articles  of 
interest.  111  often  give  it  a  brief  read. 
Sometimes  the  cmeations  are  heart- 
wrendung  and  desperate;  at  other 
times,  they  seem  ridumlous.  likewise, 
the  responses  from  this  advice  icon 
range  from  compassionate  to  caustic. 
Often,  1  agree  w^  the  answers,  but  at 
other  times,  my  Christian  woridview 
sees  thinn  differently. 

We  all  need  someone  to  lend  an 
ear  to  our  ^hestions  on  occasion.  Just 
voicing  our  concerns  can  sometimes 
clarify  a  course  of  action.  Often,  ‘two 
heads  are  better  than  one‘,  allowiog  us 
to  see  an  unconsidered  periq;>ective  and 
possible  solution.  In  today’s  lesson, 
Paul  takes  on  the  role  of  a  spiritually- 
minded  Dear  Abby. 

Hie  Corinthian  believers  had  obvi¬ 
ously  written  their  mentor  a  detailed 
letter  seeking  his  opinion  and  advice  on 
several  matters.  He  starts  his  response 
in  1  CorinUiians  7  by  tackling  some 
thorny  issues  about  marriage  com¬ 
mitments,  (Uvorce.  singleness,  sexual 
temptation  and  fikielity.  Althoagh  our 
focal  passage  encompasses  only  verses 
1-13,  examining  the  whole  chapter  and 
other  related  Scriptures  will  be  helpful. 

Paul  begins  his  focus  in  a  aeemlng- 
ly-8trange  way:  *lt  iagood  for  a  man 
not  to  marry'  (vs.  1 NI^.  That  may  be 
t  head-tcndcher  for  those  who  recall 


God’s  comment  in  Genesis  2:18:  ‘It  given  to  hm 
is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.  I  exclusivefy 
%viU  make  a  helper  suitable  for  him*.  As  such,  P» 

So  how  do  we  correlate  these  two  deprive  one 
contrasii«ig  views?  Paul’s  perspective  .  ‘except  by  i 
was  tempered  by  the  difficult  times  time,  so  that 
in  which  th^  calliim  them  ‘the  selv^]  to  p 
present  crisis*  (vs.  26),  andsayuig  *the  ‘mutii^  coi 
time  is  short*  (vs.  29).  Thus,  being  sin-  show  the  Ue 
^  allowed  one  to  live  ‘in  undivided  Paul  thei 
devotion  to  the  Lord"  (vs.  js).  “ffie  unmar 

Paul,  however,  realized  die  strong  8).  His  reco 
pull  of  sexual  attraction  and  resulting  them  to  stay 
temptation, 

especially  - 

in  the  pa- 
gan  cumm 

i^hians.  ^ 

To  avoid 
immorality, 
the  apostle 
conceded 
that  ‘each 

man  should  have  his  own  wife,  and  sions  while  remainir 
each  vroman  her  own  husband*  (vs.  they  shoulci 
2}.  Notice  the  small  word,  ‘own*.  This  mairiag^  h 
clearly  emphasizes  the  selflessness  fellow  Chru 
a  maniage  relationship  requires.  A  Corinthians 
husband  and  wife  must  acknowledge  So  what  i 

that  their  bodies  are  jointly-owned  (widowed,  ( 

(verse  4).  Married  couples  aren’t  to  who  long  fc 
make  decisions  based  on  their  indi-  not  vel  pic 
vidual  desires  and  preferences.  The  can  be  enct 
act  of  aexual  union  is  a  gift  God  has  verse  7  eoc 


given  to  husband  and  wife  to  he  used 
exclusively  with  and  for  each  other. 
As  such,  Paul  cautions  couj>le8  not  to 
deprive  one  another  of  this  intimacy 
‘except  by  mutual  consent  and  for  a 
time,  so  that  [they]  may  devote  [them¬ 
selves]  to  prayer*  (vs.  5).  The  words 
‘mutii^  consent  *  and  "for  a  time* 
show  the  limits  to  this  agreement. 

Paul  then  moves  on  to  addrriLjing 
‘tiie  unmarried  and  the  widows*  (vs. 
8).  His  recommendation  would  be  for 
them  to  stay  slng^,a8  he  was  (Paul  was 
msst  likely 
”  *  widower. 

since  he’d 
been  an  ac- 

lore  ^1^: 


with  Aim  I 


deness;  he  calls  both  options  1  ‘gift.* 
He  reminds  those  who  are  single  that 
they  have  expanded  fteedoms  to  serve 
the  Lord  wimout  the  added  responsi 
bilities  marriage  rightly  necec  itat 
(vss.  32-35).  Chnst-tollowers  cs 
And  contentment  and  purpo^  in  an 
throttgb  Him,  no  matter  tneir  mariti 
status  (see  PhUipnians  4:10-13). 

Hiere  %vere  also  questions  aboui 
staying  with  an  unb^evine  stou^ 
Paul’s  advice  is  two-fold  ana  cl^.ni 


Paul’s  advice  h 
the  believing  si 


the  believing  spouse  has  left  the  un- 
bdievin^  one,  ne  or  she  should  seek 
reconciliation,  or  stay  unmarried  (vss. 
10-11).  If  the  unbeueving  spouse  is 
willing  to  continue  in  the  marriage  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  believing  one,  then 
this  is  to  be  pursued  (vss.  12-13).  The 
next  few  verses  point  out  the  potential 
influence  the  godly  believer  can  have 
on  the  children  and  the  unbelieving 
husband  or  wife.  However,  if  the  non¬ 
believer  chooses  to  leave,  Paul  says,  *A 
believing  man  or  woman  is  not  bound 
in  such  circumstances  (vs.  15)*. 

Whether  married,  single,  divorced 
or  widowed,  each  church  member 
has  unique  gifts  as  weD  as  needs.  As 
Christ’s  bo^,  we’re  called  to  affirm 
and  support  our  fellow  believers,  being 
‘devoteo  to  one  another  in  brotherly 
love  (Romans  12:10)*. 

Mtmisealeo ha  member  cfEmmam- 
uel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs, 


■  ever,  tnis 
ivould  only 
be  if  they 
could  con¬ 
trol  their 
sexual  pas- 
'  celibate.  If  not. 
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they  should  marry  (ys,  9).  Any  new 
marriage  however,  should  only  be  to  a 
feUow  Christian  (1  Corinthians  7:39*  > 
Corhitliians  6:14-15). 

So  what  about  committed  Christians 
(widowed,  divorced  or  never-married) 
who  long  for  a  mate,  hut  the  Lord  has 
not  yel  provided  one?  Perhaps  these 
can  be  encooxased  by  Paul’s  words  in 
verse  7  eoB^paruig  marriage  and  sin- 


Our  Banner  •  Exodus  17:8-16 


We  are  always  coveted  by  (fod’s  pro¬ 
tection. 

"We  stand  better  when  we  stand 
together,'"  ^There's  strength  in  num- 
We  generally  agree  with  those 
statements,  but  sometimes  life  can  fed 
so  insurmountable  that  no  amount  of 
hdp  or  sup^rt  makes  a  difference. 
Thankfully,  uod  stands  over  the  world, 
and  He  stands  over  every  single  issue 
we  feoe.  As  the  Israelites  discovered, 
God  is  a  banner  over  us,  covering  us 
with  his  protecting  presence. 

When  you  ivere  yousmer,  how  often 
did  i^u  bold  up  your  biuid  in  class? 
Holding  your  band  up  indicated  that 
YOU  wanted  to  respoim  to  a  question 
being  asked,  you  bad  a  comment  to 
make,  or  you  needed  to  excuse  your¬ 
self  to  tbe  restroom.  In  this  passage, 
though,  we  see  hands  being  held  up  for 
entirdy  different  reasons. 

This  passage  describes  a  military 
victory.  Wrse  8  tdls  of  the  Amalekites 
attacking  the  Israelites  at  Rephidim. 
The  Amalekites  were  nomads  in  the 
desert  south  of  Canaan.  Thw  were 
descendants  of  Esau  through  Eliphaz. 
Hiey  apparentW  were  attempting  to  ^ 
move  the  laraefites  this  area  and  claim 
it  aa  tbdr  own. 

What  is  different  about  this  attack 
of  the  Amdekites  foom  the  previous 
probtema  Moses  has  had  to  fice?  Tbe 
Amalakttea  attacked  Israd  from  the 


rear,  going  after  those  that  were  the  , - r  . 

most  worn  out.  Prior  to  this  account,  ous  Moses  had  chosen  the  right  man. 
Israd  had  experienced  a  great  miracle  Joshua’s  faith  in  God  made  him  a  great 
when  water  came  from  the  rock  fyv.  4  Israelite  leader  (Deut  M-9)- 
-  7).  Often  tbe  devil  attacks  os  after  a  Joshua  attacked  the  Amalekites 
spiritual  HiffH  with  fiiry.  According  to  Warren  Wiers- 

Enter  Joshua.  This  is  the  first  time  be,  in  his  Bible  Exposition  Commen- 
we  see  him  mentioned  in  scripture,  tary  (BE  Series), ‘Uracl’s  great  victory 
Moses  chose  Joshua  because  of  his  over  Amalek  involved  three  elements: 
military  wisdom  and  potential  strmigth  the  power  ofCkxl  in  heaven,  the  skill  of 
in  battle.  Giving  Joshua  the  authority  Josbua  and  the  army  on  the  battlefield, 
to  lead,  he  told  Joshua,  ‘Choose  some  and  the  intercession  of  Moses,  Aaron, 


quered  forfy  years  later  it  was  obvi¬ 
ous  Moses  bad  chosen  the  right  man. 


of  our  men 
and  go  out 
to  fi^t  the 
Amalekites. 
Tomorrow 
1  iriO  stand 
on  top  of 
the  hill  with 
the  staff  of 
God  in  my 
hand*  (v.  9, 


and  Hut  on 

—  the  top  of 

1  the  hill.  God 

could  have 

Bieiforlife 

late  the  en- 

Tony  Martin  emy  (Isa. 

37:3B).  but 
He  dei^ 
MHKSX:  to  use  nu- 

man  instru- 

B  symbol  of  menu  to  accomplish  His  purposes, 
re,  the  im-  Joshua  and  his  army  would  trust  God 
andard*or  and  fight,  Moses  and  his  associates 
own  awful  would  trust  God  and  intercede,  and 


NTV)  Moses  man  insiTu- 

undet»toodthepowrofthe«ymbolof  menu  to  acooniplish  His  purpoMs. 
the  it>d  lo  historical  waiisfe,  the  im-  Joshua  and  his  anny  would  trust  God 
Doiunce  of  displaying  a  “standard"  or  and  fight,  Moses  and  hit  asMdates 
"banner*  was  huge.  In  our  own  awful  would  trust  God  and  intercede,  and 
Civil  War,  soWierg  were  taught  to  fight  God  would  do  the  rest.  In  this  way. 
for  the  -colors.*  typically  a  legimental  God’s  people  wcjdd  grw  in  fiuth  and 
flag  And,  of  course,  there  is  our  own  (Jod’s  name  would  be  glorified. 
N^onal  Anthem,  with  its  evocative  The  soldiers  fought  the  battle,  but 
picture  ofthe  star-spangled  banner.  God  determined  the  outcome.  Many 
So  Joshua  had  a  chance  to  prove  ^ple  raiae  their  hands  in  praise  to 
and  when  Canaan  was  coo-  Goa,  or  in  prayer.  Here  we  see  Mo¬ 


ses  lifting  his  hands  toward  God,  as 
a  petition  to  Him  for  victory.  He  did 
it  in  full  sight  of  everyone,  uiis  vras  a 
call  for  perseverance  and  focus,  much 
as  soldiers  in  other  battles  in  bisto^ 
would  rally  to  a  flag.  It  was  symbolic 
of  Israel’s  total  dependence  on  the 
power  of  God. 

Verse  11  is  significant:  ‘As  long  as 
Moses  held  up  his  hands,  the  Israelites 
were  winning  but  whenever  he  low¬ 
ered  his  hai3s,  the  Amalekites  were 
winniim”  (NIV).  What  a  picture  of  a 


dence  of  a  loss  of  ph^ical  strength,  but 
waiting  and  depending  on  Goa  can  be 
hard  work. 

God  provided  Aaron  and  Hur  for 
support.  First  they  took  s  rock  and 
juve  it  to  Moses  to  serve  as  a  seat. 
Then,  standii^  on  either  side  of  him, 
thev  lifted  his  arms  and  held  thim 
aloft  His  hands  remained  steady  till 
sunset  (v.  12).  The  Amalekites  were  de¬ 
feated.  Moaes  built  an  altar,  naming  it 
The  Lord  Is  My  Banner,  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  victory. 

In  your  own  life,  what  is  tbe  baltle 
you  are  facing  right  now  where  you 
could  uae  some  support? 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 
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